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PART I: BOARD MEETINGS IN GENERAL 
 
Sec. 1. DEFINITIONS 
 

a) Deliberation 
 
“Deliberation” means a verbal or written exchange between a quorum of the Board, or between a 
quorum of the Board and another person, concerning an issue within the jurisdiction of the Board. 
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Gov’t Code 551.001(4). 
 
The attendance by a quorum of the Board at a meeting of a committee or agency of the legislature 
is not considered to be a meeting if the deliberations at the meeting by the Board members consist 
only of publicly testifying, publicly commenting, and publicly responding to a question asked by 
a member of the legislative committee or agency. Gov’t Code 551.0035(b).  
 

c) Recording 
 
“Recording” means a tangible medium on which audio or a combination of audio and video is 
recorded, including a disc, tape, wire, film, electronic storage drive, or other medium now existing 
or later developed. Gov’t Code 551.001(7).  
 

d) Videoconference Call 
 
“Videoconference call” means a communication conducted between two or more persons in which 
one or more of the participants communicates with the other participants through duplex audio and 
video signals transmitted over a telephone network, a data network, or the Internet. Gov’t Code 
551.001(8).  
 
Sec. 2. SUPERINTENDENT PARTICIPATION 
 
The Board shall provide the Superintendent an opportunity to present at a meeting an oral or 
written recommendation to the Board on any item that is voted on by the Board at the meeting.  
 
Sec. 3. MEETINGS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
Every Board meeting shall be open to the public. The Board may, however, exclude a witness from 
a hearing during the examination of another witness in a matter being investigated and may enter 
into a closed meeting, as provided by law. Gov’t Code 551.002, .084.  
 
Sec. 4. PROHIBITED COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN BOARD MEMBERS 
 
A Board member commits an offense if the member:  
 

1. Knowingly engages in at least one communication among a series of communications that 
each occur outside of a meeting authorized by the Open Meetings Act and that concern an 
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b. Would constitute a deliberation once a quorum of members engaged in the series of 
communications. 

 
Gov’t Code 551.143.  
 
Sec. 5. RECORDING OPEN MEETINGS 
 
All or any part of an open meeting may be recorded by any person in attendance by means of a 
recorder, video camera, or other means of aural or visual reproduction. The Board may adopt 
reasonable rules to maintain order at a meeting, including rules relating to the location of recording 
equipment and the manner in which the recording is conducted. These rules may not prevent or 
unreasonably impair a person from exercising the right to record a meeting that is open to the 
public. Gov’t Code 551.023.  
 
Sec. 6. MEETING MINUTES 
 
The Board shall keep minutes or make a recording of each open meeting. The minutes shall state 
the subject matter of each deliberation and indicate each vote, order, decision, or other action taken. 
Gov’t Code 551.021.  
 
The minutes and recording are public records and shall be available for public inspection and 
copying on request to the Superintendent or designee. Gov’t Code 551.022.  
 
Sec. 7. NOTICE REQUIRED 
 
The Board shall give written notice of the date, hour, place, and subject(s) of each Board meeting. 
Gov’t Code 551.041.  
 
If the Board recesses an open meeting to the following regular business day, the Board is not 
required to post notice of the continued meeting if the action is taken in good faith and not to 
circumvent Government Code Chapter 551. If an open meeting is continued to the following 
regular business day and, on that following day, the Board continues the meeting to another day, 
the Board must give the required written notice of the meeting continued to that other day. Gov’t 
Code 551.0411(a).  
 

a) Questions from the Public During Meeting  
 
If a member of the public or the Board inquires at a meeting about a subject for which notice has 
not been given, the notice provisions do not apply to a statement of specific factual information 
given in response to the inquiry or a recitation of existing policy in response to the inquiry. Any 
deliberation of or decision about the subject of the inquiry shall be limited to a proposal to place 
the subject on the agenda of a subsequent meeting. Gov’t Code 551.042.  
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b) Multiple Counties 
 
If IDEA Public Schools 
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e) Recording Meetings by Videoconference 
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1. Consultation with the Board’s attorney in accordance with Gov’t Code § 551.071;  
2. Deliberations regarding the purchase, exchange, lease, or value of real property in 

accordance with Gov’t Code § 551.072;  
3. Deliberations regarding a negotiated contract for a prospective gift or donation to IDEA 

Public Schools in accordance with Gov’t Code § 551.073;  
4. Deliberations regarding the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, 

discipline, or dismissal of an IDEA Public Schools officer or employee or to hear a 
complaint against an IDEA Public Schools officer or employee, in accordance with Gov’t 
Code § 551.074;  

5. 
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No individual, corporation, or partnership shall, without lawful authority, disclose to a member of 
the public the certified agenda or recording of a meeting that was lawfully closed to the public. 
Gov’t Code 551.146.  
 
No Board member shall knowingly call or aid in calling or organizing a closed meeting that is not 
permitted under the Open Meetings Act, close or aid in closing a regular meeting to the public 
except as permitted under the Open Meetings Act, or participate in a closed meeting that is not 
permitted under the Open Meetings Act. Gov’t Code 551.144(a).  
 
It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under Government Code 551.144(a) that a Board 
member acted in reasonable reliance on a court order or a written interpretation of the open 

.  
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